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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ:

I have news that will be difficult and dis-
turbing for all of us in the Diocese of North-
western Pennsylvania. Within the past three
months, | have learned about four women
who have made credible allegations that, as
girls, they were sexually abused by the late
Bishop Donald Davis. Davis was bishop of
our diocese from 1974 until 1991. Two of
the girls were abused at our diocesan sum-
mer camp and the other two were abused

repeatedly over time.
the
Sexual abuse in any form is abhorrent in

any community, and as your bishop, | feel
particular pain that one of my predecessors
betrayed the trust and innocence of chil-
dren. On behalf of the church, | offer an
abject apol ogy
their families, and everyone whose trust in
the church has been violated, and | ask for
your forgiveness.

| cannot undo the grievous wrongs that

Bishop Davis has done, nor take away the
pain of his victims, but | can do my best to

ensure that, from now on, this diocese will

tell the truth and seek healing and recon-

ciliation for those who have been harmed.
That is why | am making this situation pub-

lic and asking anyone else who may have
been abused by Bishop Davis to come for-
ward, publicly or confidentially, to me. The

existence of four victims makes it possible
that there are others, and we are bound as
Christians to seek their healing. We are
working closely with the Office of the Pre-
siding Bishop to do so. | have talked directly
with Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts
Schori, and she supports my decision to
speak with you about these matters.
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| had no idea that Bishop Davis abused girls
until | received a phone call on March 30,
2010 from a woman who was abused some-
time between 1978 and 1980. | immediately
began an investigation, and during that in-
vestigation, | learned of three other victims
who had come forward in the past. | now
know those victimsd
wish to remain anonymous. | have learned
that Bishop Robert Rowley, my predecessor,
was aware of incidents of abuse as early as
1993 and reported them to the Office of the
Presiding Bishop. My investigation also
shows that Bishop Rowley met with victims
and assisted in arranging counseling. As
you may know, Bishop Rowley died in Janu-
ary of this year, just before | learned of this
situation.
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Browning asked Bishop Davis to resign from
the House of Bishops, in which bishops re-
tain their membership even if retired; to
refrain from any priestly or episcopal duties;
to undergo pastoral counseling; and to see
a psychiatrist. In assenting, he was effec-
tively removed as a bishop of the church.
However, his abuse was not made public.

If allegations of sexual abuse involving chil-
dren against a living member of the clergy
surfaced today, we would immediately con-
tact civil authorities and begin canon law
processes. | do not know why church lead-
ers in the past handled this situation the
way they did, though | know that several of
the victims specifically asked that their
situations not be made public.
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